
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



( '*/) 

X# ObferVationsojthe Variations of the Needle and Weather, made in aVoyage 
to Hudfon's-B <y, in the Year I73 1, by Capu Chriftopher Middleton, 
communicated to the Royal Society by Mr. Benjamin Robins, K % S. 
with a Letter to Mr. Robins. 
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40 - 


36 


n- 


9 


40 


3U 




12 


39 


3S 




9 


33 


35 


*5 


9 


*?., 


35^ 




1-2 


37* 


36 




9> 


37 f 


35 


16 


9 


37 \ 


3*|r 




1 2 


37 £• 


33 i 




9 


■37* 


33£ 


n 


9 


37 


33 




12 


37r 


33 £■ 




9 


37^ 


3 !« 


1 8 


9 


27 


28 i 




12 


26 


28f 




9 


26 


*«£■ 


l 9 


9 


34 


z 9 




l;2' 


35 


30 




9 


3 5 


3', 


+o 


9 


34 


3°> 




12 


33 r 


3» 




9 


■33£ 


3i 


21 


5> 


33 


3 ° , 




12 

9 


33 


29 r 




34 


*?« 


22 


9 


34 


z8r 




12 


35 


28 




9 


3° 


25 


*3 


; 9 


28 


*S 




12 


24 


24 




9 


21 


21 


24 


9 


22 


22 




12 


«y 


22 J 




"9 


22 1 


22 1 


*5 


9 


,21.£ 


22 




12 


211 


22 




9 


21 


2.2 


2*1 9 


21 


21 I 




r,2 


21; 


21 i 




9 


31 


2 1 :., 


?7 


9 


22 


2 I ., 




12 


23 


2o|> 




9 


•22 


20 



Lat. 
A". 



61.16 
60.36 
59.41 
58.20 

57-'5 

56.35 

55«*3 
54.23 

53-9 
5i-7 



52.30 
51.50 
SO-38 
49.28 



'Lat/>. 

■Davis* 


Lzup. 
Elton. 


i 

h3 


^4 «* 


lobC 


Winds. 


Weather 








NW, 


Fair. "' . "" ^ 


61.5 




6o.l8 


38 


Obf. 


Dit. 


Fair and moderate. 




- 








Sthefome^loudy. 












NW. 


— the fame, fair.. 






57.12 


38 




Dit. 

NWbN. 

NNE,. 


Fair and cloudy. 

— rifjng, hazy, w$i Snow. 

— rifen, foggy. 


59.28 




52.29 


35 


Obf. 


Dit. 

NW. 
Weft. 


Fair. 

— ftajnds, cloudy; 


58.10 




47-«« 


33 


Obf. 


NWbW. 

NNW. 


—the fame, cloudy; 
—ftajnds, variable* 
— th£ fa-rn^, cloudy. 






4344 


29 




Dit. 
Dit. 

sw. 


— fomeW. fall^n> cloudy* . 
CalriL V 

— riffng quick, frefh Gales* 
— litflerifipg, cloudy. 


56,25 




42.32 


27 


Obf. 


Dit. 












Weft. 


— fta^nd^i^ual. with Rain. 
Cleati With frefh Gales. 
— ftili falling^fair. 












NW. 


55- 2 9 




38,48 


25 


Obf. 


Dit. 












Dit. 


— ftands, fair, fqually. 












WN W. 


— rifjng, fquafiy.vmh Hail. 
Hard Squalls. , 
—at a fend, hard Squalls. . 
Squally with frefh Gales. 






34* ' 9 


22 




Dit. 
























NW. 






29.51 


20 




Dit. • 
Dit. 

NbW. 


— ftands, clear frefh Gales* 
—feme what fallen* 
— ftands, fair* 


52.14 




26.25 


'9 


Obi; 


NWb.W. 


: — fallen, clear* 










sw,. 


^-rifjngqdic^ cloudy. 
— ftill rifing ;> hard Gales.-. 












SbE.. 












Dit. 


—riling quick, thick & dirty 
—continues riling. 












Eaft.. 


—ftands*. cloudy and Rain. 






2.3.x 2 


*7. 




Dit. 
Dit. 

South.;. 


Dit. frefh Gales. , 

—at a ftands cloudy. 

— rifing, fqually and Rain. . 


51.54' 




£©.24 


16 


Obf. 


Dit. 

wsw. 
sw. 


>t~the fame, frefh Gales, 
—the fame, fqually w.Raia* 
Fairv frefh Breeze, 


J 05 46 


1 


17.1 » 


16 > 


Obf. 


SbW.. 

Dit. 

Weft. 


fair and clear, 

—the fame, frefh Gales. 

--lit. fallen>fair and cloudy 


49.28' 


J 1.3. 2 6 
* 


1 j Obf. 


Dit. 


Fair. 




| Jsw.. 


AgreatSea^fquaJIy. 














Aug, 



and g 
Aug. 2 8 



29 



30 



oa. 



1, 



9 
12 

9 

9 
12 

9 
12 

9 
9 

12 

9 

9 

12 






s 






20 

'9 
21 

23 
22 
22 
22 
22 
22 
24 
26 
28 
29 
29 



9} jo 



*9 

r8 

i8i 

i84 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

17 

*9 
21 

2! 
21 

22 



1 



( •») 



Lat. flat. P- Lztp.\ g 
Ac 1 , Davis: EltonA ^ 



49-x J 

49« 3 * 

49.18 

J0.2 



1 1; Obi: 



49,1 



49.30 



9.^1 
j.fS 



*4 

«* 

«4 



©b£ 



Winds. 



SW. 
Dit. 

WSW. 
|SbW. 

|Dit. 
SWbS. 
pit. 
Obf.SW. 



Weft. 

WSW, 

Dit. 

Dit. 

Dit. 



Weather, 



SIR, 



5 fifing, frefh Gales &Rain. 
— *contin. rifing, frefliGales* 
— little fallen, fair Weather, 
—fallen, hazy, frefh Gales. 



f — at a ftand, frefli Gales, 
[•—the fame, hazy, 
-at a ftand, hazy. 
J— contin. the fame, fqually, 
L. .fallen, fair and clear. 
J — continues fallen, fair. 

I .—fallen, fair and clear. 
— continues, pleafant. 
—the fame, fair and clear, 

January 2%, xyj%. 



These will inform you of my Sentiments concerning Mr. Patrick's Marine-Baro- 
meter, which I have made ufe offer two Voyages to Hudfon's-Bxy in North America % 
and by the ftrifteft Obfervations, I have always found it to give me timely Notice of 
all bad Weather, and likewife of veerable Winds ; as alfo, certain Intelligence of our 
coming nigh any Ice, with the Quantity we had to go through. It is an Inftrument of 
excellent Uk, I having continually found myfelf obliged to conform to Its more cer- 
tain Information before all other ocular Appearances in the Horizon whatever. Imuft 
likewife inform you, that when we come in or near Ice we are obliged to keep one of 
our Compaffes continually moving, there being either fome magnetick Particles in the 
Air, or fome other Quality that hinders them from traverfing, which makes ourCourie 
very difficult to direft; this happens generally in our entring /&^;V~Streights and 
Bay, but never fo without being near or amongft Ice. I: have enquired of the Com- 
manders, and others that ufe Greenland and Davis' s-Strtight$, and find great Complaints 
from them of their Compaffes not traverfing. I have tried the Needle of the Azimuth 
Compafs without the Chart, and find it to traverfe much better, fo that I defign next 
Voyage to have iceing-glafs Charts, as being lighter. I fubmit the Confideration of 
thefe Things to yourfelf and the Learned, and remain, 

S 1 2?, 



lb Mr. Benj, Robins. 



:S z 



Tour mofi HumhU Servant, 

Chriftopher Middleton, 

XI, Qbfervati/i 



